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‘Living life in all its fullness’

Environment and Sustainability Action Plan
At Chaddleworth and Shefford we are enormously lucky to be located in beautiful countryside, a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  We are thankful for this environment and are passionate about conserving and improving it for future generations of children and their families in our community. Sustainability and ecology are vitally important to our children’s futures and will impact every aspect of their lives. We pride ourselves on a forward thinking approach to environmentally driven education and community engagement.
Our school Senior Leadership Team and Governors recognise that developing this Plan is much more than a compliance requirement. It is a strategic opportunity to strengthen environmental education of our children, evidence sustainability commitments, reduce our long-term operational costs meaning that more money can be spent on our children’s education,  and do our bit to make our planet a healthy place for future generations. We will create a school culture that prioritises sustainability, and which helps our children develop skills and knowledge to enable them to contribute to sustainability and climate change in their lives and future jobs. 
Our focus is on the following:
· Adaptation and resilience, how we are preparing for and responding to the impacts of climate change on our school sites.
· Biodiversity and nature, how we are supporting, protecting and enhancing nature and wildlife on our school sites and surroundings.
· Climate education and green skills, how we are supporting our children to understand climate change, sustainability and develop relevant skills.
· Decarbonisation and net zero, our actions to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions working towards next zero.
Our Current Situation
We aim to use the beautiful countryside surrounding our school to enhance our curriculum and help us value and look after the natural world. We have excellent green spaces in our school grounds with an abundance of trees, bushes, wildlife and other natural features for our children to explore. Our library is filled with books that celebrate and share amazing facts about our planet Earth and its environmental issues. Our Forest School, with its pond that attracts ducklings and other wildlife, and Outside Classrooms provide excellent resources for children to engage directly with the environment. And for our younger children regular Welly Walks immerse them in our local countryside, the farming community and our chalk streams and rivers of recognised international importance.
We know that children feel most powerful and engaged when they connect their own lives to what’s going on in the world. Climate change and sustainability issues are embedded in our curriculum, the complexity of issues covered increasing as the children get older. Examples of some of the topics covered include:
 - Early Years Foundation Stage Knowledge and Understanding of the World and PSHE (Personal Social & Health Education)
Seasonal changes and weather, drawing simple maps and identifying features on local welly walks, learning that some materials can be recycled, knowing where animals live, understanding what animals need to survive in different conditions, different habitats, making close observations of plants in the natural world.
- Key Stage 1 Science, Geography & PSHE-
identifying and naming plants and trees, observing how plants grow over time,  making comparisons between contrasting countries, how transport has changed through time,  continue to develop our understanding of hot and cold climates in relation to the equator.
- Key Stage 2 Science, Geography & PSHE-
Settlements and land use, life cycles and reproduction pf some plants and animals, learning about how mountains and volcanoes are formed, what is actually happening to cause an eruption or an earthquake, comparing human and physical geography, the parts of the solar system and phases of the moon.
We are very conscious of the impact of waste on our environment. Here at Chaddleworth and Shefford we recycle everything we are able to. We use colour coded bons throughout the school; green lid for food waste, yellow lid for dry recycling and blue lid for general waste. All card, paper, metal and plastic and food waste is sent for recycling. We are constantly looking to reduce the amount of paper that we use.
We teach children about the food they eat, offering healthy fruit snacks at breaktime and opportunities to grow their own through gardening on our school site including fruits and herbs. 
Promoting walking or cycling to school where feasible for our village families is another key component for our sustainability journey.
We have been improving our energy efficiency by encouraging consideration for turning lights off when rooms are not in use, closing doors to keep heat in the building when cold or opening windows to keep rooms cool if hot. 

Future Plans
· We will appoint a Sustainability Lead from amongst the staff, and actively involve our children in working together with them to continuously develop our activities, enabling them to share their knowledge and enthusiasm with their families and their local communities.
· We will ensure that sustainability is considered in all our related school policies and procedures.
· We will consider a move to using an electric school mini bus when this becomes financially and logistically feasible.
· We will consider and install solar panels and a heat pump when grant funding is available. 
· We are very conscious that we need to increase the resilience of our school sites and start adapting to climate change. Managing floods and droughts are particularly important to our premises. One of our fields on the Shefford site is prone to flooding. We may explore creating spaces, such as a wetland area to manage this more effectively, possibly containing water in a flood and storing it for use in dry periods. We will plan to install more rain water butts to access for watering of pants. Planting schemes will prioritise the planting of perennials that are more resilient to water stresses than annuals.
· We will manage our grounds to promote biodiversity. We will plan to cultivate more areas of wildflowers and consider when we could provide more bird nesting boxes and bug hotels. We will reduce pesticide use to the bare minimum needed to maintain our sports fields. All planting will be carried out with supporting arthropod biodiversity in mind. The National Trust has noted that gardens are some of the few spaces where many species under threat can find refuge and that adjacent gardens provide vital wildlife corridors. Our large school sites managed in a more nature friendly way can contribute to this and make a huge difference.
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